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In April 2009, the Ohio Department of Development Office of Housing and Community 
Partnerships released an Environmental Review Information Sheet entitled “Lead-Based 
Paint and Asbestos Considerations for Residential Demolition.”  This document 
summarized Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and Ohio Department of Health 
regulations regarding the treatment of lead and asbestos in residential demolition 
projects.  At that time, Ohio EPA guidance regarding the applicability of the asbestos 
National Emission Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) included an 
exemption for “isolated” residential structures with four or fewer dwelling units. 
 
Recently, Ohio EPA and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have provided 
additional guidance regarding the applicability of the asbestos NESHAP when a 
municipality, government entity, or other owner/operator considers the 
demolition/renovation of multiple homes during a specific planning period.  In short, 
demolitions/renovations of individual residential buildings are subject to the 
asbestos NESHAP if they are being demolished /renovated as part of a larger 
project or if the residences meet the definition of an installation.  The “isolated” 
residential exemption is only applicable if a demolition/renovation activity is not part of a 
larger project and the building does not meet the definition of an installation.  Letters 
from Ohio EPA and U.S. EPA that explain the asbestos NESHAP are attached.  Please 
note that the new guidance applies to all projects undertaken by a municipality, 
government entity, or other owner/operator, regardless of funding source. 
 
For more information regarding the application of the asbestos NESHAP to residential 
demolition and renovation projects, contact an Ohio EPA District Office or Local Air 
Agency (DO/LAA).  A list of contacts is available on the Ohio EPA website: 
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/dapc/atu/asbestos/asb_cont.aspx. 
 












